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Hi, Worﬂ)y reader. My name is Piero, and this is the s*ory of my time
n Communi*y of Learners. This year makes it my eigh*h and my last
year in COLF. | learned a lot of fhings a/uring those eigH years, as [
was cons*anﬂy /earning because of being exposea/ fo different *ypes of
children and teachers. That was how COLF *aug}nt me one of ifs
9remtes7t giﬁs-’ openness and a sense of uni?ty. This was the school
where | was able fo meet the friends with whom | will grow old and
teachers whom | will a/ways remember. [his is the s*ory of my life in

my S@COHO/ home.




’/ first arrived in COLF when | was
eleven years old | was a IpreHg shy kid

| guess it's understandable after
spending / years a/oing homeschool
because of being bullied in my /orevious

school before that. | did not rea//_Lj have
a gooa’ exlperience being with kids my

age. For two years, | did not rea//y know /

anyone my age aside from my cousins,
as | did not have any friends. All | had
were my mom and my younger brother
Lode as my best friends from Grades 7

and 3. So, | did not rea//y know how
exacf/y kids my age were like. My mom

knew that it was fime for me fo go

back 1o a normal school even if | didn't
rea//_tf want that. So, she decided to

bring me to COLF when | was in Grade
b | still remember my first c/ay n

COLF, | was alone and scared since | did 2
not know anyboa/y. 4



It was not for /ong until | was able to meet
the Feo,y/e whom | would grow up with for the
next eigh* years./ Everyone was so friena//y B
and open fo geHing to know me. Ana/jus* like u' /Ty
that, | wasn't so scared anymore. These are e
the Ioeolp/e who will grow up to become my
closest friends, allies, and evenfua//y my
second fami/y. They *aug}nl me so much a/uring
our years in COLF, as Hwey showed me their K
own views on *hings, their own morals, and
,orinciln/es. | will continue o learn from them
even if we're 901';'19 our separmle ways. | will

OIIWOI-L/S Hmmle Hwem for 7%2 memories fhey

made with me, and | will forever /eeep them

with me.
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| can never thank my feachers and COLF
enough for giving me the many oluporfuni*ies fo

hone my talent in the arts as well as sharing
them with the school Even a’uring my first year
in COLF, there were Ip/emty of tasks and
Projecfs that gave me the chance to Prac*ice
my art. The kind words from my classmates
and my feachers encouragea’ me even more o
draw. Even*ua//y, | was able 1o imlbrove my art
skills and led me to oPFomLunhLies fo even teach
others. However, | was a/wags scared of

feaching or /eaa’ing others.
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?/always saw myself as a follower, as | would usually be

the one fo//owmg orders. COLF turned that around for
me, as it *augh* me that everyone can be a leader. During

my time in Grade |0, Art and COLF gave me the

olnlpoﬁunhty to lead and teach fellow students about art.

This was my time as a leader in Artist's Pool which is an

academic committee that is designea/ fo he/lp older and
younger students collaborate and create artwork *ogeﬂler

for various school activities. Even when *eaching, | was

able 1o learn from the students | *aughf With my
falents, | found myse/f con*ri/oufing fo different student

Proa/ucfions and school events. From responsi/oi/ifies
varying from small fo /oig, | was able to learn a lot more
about what | was calmb/e of during those moments. For

one; | did not know | would enjoy Fhov‘ogra/ghy, video

ea'iﬁng, or even alancing.
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Aside from my talent in the visual arts, COLF he/lnea' me discover some hidden talents

and interests that | holpe fo also master somea/ay. One of them would be Joining

COLF's h/gh school Dance Team a'uring Grade & Main/y, | joinec/ because my mom
insisted that | would join. Much to my surprise, | was able to learn to enjoy c/ancing. [
could not thank my mom, my school, [eacher Ana/yn, and leacher Mamny enough for

cons*anﬁy suppor*ing me aluring my time there. | was even able to land 3rd Ip/ace

a’uring my first year of joining. /‘/onesitj, that's a/reaa’y preHg amazing for me.
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There, / was ab/e 7L0 ID@F{OFVY) n 'FFOVHL 07[ #;e WhO/e SChOO/ WI7LL) H)e 7L20IVY) ana/ even

battle it out in the annual Dance O/ympiaal. COLF also he/pea' me find a sporvt where |
had fun and was Ipassionmte about Ip/aying. That spor7L was Ultimate Frisbee, and

COLF showed me to love it when parﬁcipa*ing a’uring school Inframurals. | even won a
championshi’p a/uring my first year of P/aying. Even jus* b_{f *rying out new *hings,
COLF was able to he/p me find new H)ings fo ery’oy Learning guhtar and drums was
somev%mg that | rea//_(f eryoyea/ and | holpe fo 9e7‘ back to | earning to pl play better
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Leaving this school gives me this fee/ing of uncer*ainfy since everyone finds comfort
n fami/iari*y. In my last a/orys as a COLF student | /eeep *hin/eing of the Feolp/e who
Saw me grow as a person. [ cons*anﬂy think that | am /eaving my feachers, my other
friends, my second fami/y behind. An end of an era, in the final page of this cha/ofer
of my life. It saddens me that | will no /onger see the same faces every a/ay, or do
the same H)ings with them every a/ay. | then realize that my memories, my /earnings
from each person | was within COLF will forever be with me. | jus* have to remember
that | am /oringing a piece of them with me wherever | g0, and | find comfort in that




To all the Bmtamg CL, | holoe you guys /eeeln enjoying your future years in COLF and
treasure your experiences a/eelp/y. Keelp chasing that dream that you've a/ways been
chasing, because our teachers will do whatever Hwey can for you to achieve it
somea/ay. Don't be afraid to ask for advice or @ues*ions, and if ever any of you need
he/lo, COLF is a/ways here for you.




To the feachers who raised me like one of their own, | Jus* want you fo know that |
will forever be grm‘efu/ for /eeeping up with my stubbornness and my late
submissions. You all are the reasons why | am here righf now, wri*ing fo all of you as

a COLF gmdua*e. | cannot thank you all enough for mising me.




To my friends and classmates who grew up with me, | holue we all find the Hwings

that make us slnar/e when we 927‘ to college. | will forever treasure the memories -

We've cremtea/ *03274)2" as a C/GSS.




| will forever be 9rmlefu/ fo COLF for 9iving me the childhood | believe everyone
deserves. [hank you for all the exlneriences and 0/9lnor7tuni7ties you bestowed upon your

students, as well as the Peolp/e we meet a/ong the way. This is Piero Gacayom, a ’DFOMCI
Bmlamg CL not fru/y saying gooa’[oye.




