
THE DIFFERENT SIDES OF ME

Exploring myself through COLF

BY: NICCOLO PEÑA



Hi there! My name is Niccolo Dante PeÑa. You can call me
“Nicco” or “Peña” or “Nics”. I am a Grade 12 Humanities and
Social Sciences (HUMSS) student and member of the
Community of Learners Graduating Batch of 2021.

I have been studying in the Community of Learners
Foundation for 12 years, so I can proudly say that I grew
up here. Over the past decade, COLF’s curriculum has given
me the opportunity to explore different skills, talents,
and lessons that have influenced me to become the
person I am today. Before I leave for the next chapter of
my life, I will be showing the different skills and lessons
that COLF taught me in order to become the best person
that I can possibly be.

INTRODUCTION

(c) t. fe rivera



I. THE STUDENT



As a student, I enjoyed learning about language and social studies. I would say
that my favorite task/activity was “writer’s workshop”, where we would be given
a prompt or a topic then we would make a poem, essay, or story ABOUT that topic.

I also credit COLF for teaching me how to write in Filipino. I may not have been the
best at writing (and speaking) Filipino, but it was a fulfilling experience learning
our national language and putting it to good use.

LEARNING HOW TO WRITE
a poem from english class:

A POEM FROM FILIPINO CLASS



enjoying math projects (but not the math!)

Even though mathematics was never my strength, I liked COLF’s math projects because they were
opportunities to apply our math learnings in creative manners. The most notable math project for me
was really the house project in Grade 10. Even if it required many computations, measurements, and
cutting pieces, the final product was very much something I was proud of.

(c) T. Fe rivera



learning "academic language"
Learning how to do good research was one of the
most stressful and time-consuming tasks in
research. However, it was also one of the most
useful tools and skills that one can possess FOR
academic, professional, and personal needs. here
are some of the research works I have made in
senior high school



II. THE ATHLETE



Joining the school’s varsity basketball team was 
quite the experience. I played the Small Forward 
& Power Forward positions because I was one of 
the taller and bulkier players on the team. I was 
not a "good" player and I recall having only 
scored 8 points at most in one game. I also 
remember during Grade 6 when the elementary 
team went 0 for 8 in all season games! 

(c) Juddy 
lopez

joining the varsity team



However, what transcended all the wins,

losses, forfeitures, and arduous training

sessions was being part of a team. The bond

between the members of the basketball

team was truly beyond just basketball,

and it showed when the team won their

first game in a few years. Even when I lost

my passion for basketball, I still kept

playing because of the genuine bond I had

with the rest of the team.

being part of a team

(c) colf basketball fb 
page



III. THE PERFORMER



Music is one of my passions in life. I enjoy singing, playing
instruments, and writing songs. One of my earliest
memories of singing in COLF was when I was in Grade 3 when I
was the lead singer in the song “This Little Light of Mine”. I
also remember when I joined the “Upper School Idol” Singing
contest where I sang “Can’t Help Falling in Love” by Elvis
Presley.

THE SINGER/SONGWRITER

singing with my sister (2016)

One of my fondest memories in COLF was during my first
performance in the school’s annual “Acoustic Night”. I sang
a duet with my older sister, Steffi, who was also a
performer and graduate of COLF. Considering it was my first
time performing in a high school program AND IT WAS MY
SISTER'S LAST PERFORMANCE, it felt a lot like a “passing of
the torch" moment. It was at that moment when my older
sister introduced me not just “Steffi’s brother”, but a
singer and performer in MY own right.

(C) eLLA RIVERA



In 2018, I wrote my first song and performed it in COLF’s Acoustic Night in the same year. The
song was titled “Balisa” meaning “anxious” in English. I was initially nervous not only
because it was my first time performing an original song, but because I was singing about a
personal experience. Nonetheless, I walked up on stage and sang the song. It may not have
been perfect, but this experience reminded me that songwriting was a new way to express
my thoughts & feelings.

WRITING & PERFORMING MY FIRST SONG

(c) viancka co



I was introduced to partner dancing in Grade 6. It was a new
experience because up to that point, I only knew how to
dance solo. However, after a few months of practice and
several class performances, I started getting used to
dancing with a female partner.

THE DANCER

In Grade 8, I was invited to join the High School
Ballroom Dance Team. I was able to learn how to
dance the Cha-cha, Jive, Rumba, Samba, and many other
Latin and Hip-Hop dances. Preparing for and
performing in programs was a bit stressful, but it was
a fun experience because of the people I worked with.
Participating in the year-end Dance Olympiad was also
a memorable experience and opportunity to showcase
a year’s worth of sweat and tears. I remember winning
two first-place trophies in my first year on the dance
team. That was a major surprise because I still
considered myself a novice in dance at the time.



acting in plays

As a member of the Performing Arts
Committee, I participated in many
plays and productions over the years.
The first small play that I was a part
of was in Grade 2, where I played
“Kamatis” in the story “Alamat ng
Ampalaya”.

MY FIRST "PLAY"



In Grade 9, I was assigned to play a character named “Link” in the popular and beloved musical “Hairspray”. It was
both a fun and terrifying experience at the same time. It was fun because I was playing A lead role in one of my
personal favorite musicals. At the same time, it was nerve-Wracking because I was portraying a suave and
flirtatious character - a role that I was not sure I would play very well. However, it did become one of my most
memorable experiences in high school.

acting in plays
playing link in "hairspray"



IV. THE PERSON



Growing up in a non-sectarian school like
COLF gave me an opportunity to interact
and work with different people. It was
truly a humbling experience discovering
people with different beliefs, thought
processes, strengths, and learning
styles. Moreover, it was a satisfying
experience to find out that I can still be
friends with people despite our various
differences.

LEARNING HOW TO WORK WITH DIFFERENT   
PEOPLE

One of the most important experiences I had in COLF was growing UP with people with special needs.
It was a humbling and fulfilling experience because I learned to accept people not because of
their disabilities, but who they are as people and what they can do in spite of them.



Growing up in COLF gave me
numerous opportunities to help
other people, especially those in
need. Throughout high school, my
class and I participated in many
HSSAP reach-out programs. We
would hold small presentations,
play games, and interact with
people in orphanages and elderly
homes. It was great exposure and
inspired me to help others even
outside of school.

learning how to help others



being yourself
Lastly, one of the most important lessons I learned from
COLF was about being myself. The school’s multiple
intelligence program gave me an opportunity to be develop
many facets of myself: a student, musician, dancer, athlete,
troll, and a friend. Not once did I feel like I had to sacrifice
a part of myself to become another person. and I thank my
teachers and schoolmates for making me and letting me be
who I am.



saying goodbye



PARTING GIFT to the colf family
HERE IS AN EXCERPT FROM A SONG I WROTE CALLED "PANGALAWANG TAHANAN":

nagpapaalam na kami, 
salamat sa bawat araw ni di mo kami pinabayaang 

sandali
Kahit Kailan

O salamat sa inyo sa mga aral
Mula sa pagsulat ng titik, sa agham at matematiks

at sa mabuting pagkatao



After 12 years in COLF, it is now time for me to say goodbye.
Thank you to my teachers for teaching me everything not
only in academics but in how to be a good person. Thank
you to the ates and kuyas who prepared my meals each
day and brought me home from school. Thank you to my
classmates and schoolmates for making high school a
memorable experience. I will cherish all the lessons,
memories and stories I have learned from this school.

This is Nicco, saying goodbye…

signing off


